
the patient coming from an insane asylum, presenting
the picture of an acute gallstone attack, with profoundicterus. The pain was severe. The case was diagnosed
as gallstones, with probably the escape of the gallstone
through the intestinal wall. A definite lump could be:
felt in that region, anel they founel dense adhesions
everywhere, and an immensely distended gall bladder.
The gall bladder was drained. As the patient was in a
bad condition they did not care to explore the region
of the pancreas, as it was not suspected at the time. The
patient died the next day, and autopsy revealed the
case to be one of primary tuberculosis of the pancreas.Sections were made from an ulcération at the tip of the
pancreas and found to contain innumerable tubercle
bacilli.

FREQUENCY OF CANCER.

Dr. Roswell Park, of Buffalo, stated that cancer
was one of the most important problems which con-
fronted the medical profession to-day. He believed
cancer was on the increase as a disease of modern life.
When he began work in this direction there were in New
York state fourteen thousand deaths from tuberculosis
each year and about five thousand deaths in cases of
cancer. Now the mortality from tuberculosis had been
reduced to eleven or twelve thousand cases a year,while the mortality from cancer had risen to nearly
eight, thousand. Their studies had established the fact
that, cancer was prevalent in certain localities and in
pertain houses. They found there were certain places
where cancer was more prevalent than in others, and in
a considerable number of houses several deaths from
cancer hael taken place. With regard to heredity, it
Was now stated as a fact that the: disease was not trans-
mitted by inheritance, but there was a possibility of
the transmission of predisposition. This was a very
important question for the laity and for us. The in-
fectivity of cancer was epiite generally established.
Last year, af, the meeting of the International Congressof Surgeons in Brussels, the question of cancer was dis-
cussed for three separate days, and of some three
hundred who were present out of a membership of six
hundred, he found the majority of surgeons presentbelieved in the infectivity of cancer. There were still
wane doubters of this theory. The very fact that metas-
tases occur during cancer was the best demonstration
of its infectivity, and for him every instance of metas-
tasis in a given case was an expression of a reinfection
from the original source. As to the contagiousness of
cancer, they had far more proof for its contagiousnessthan leprosy or some other diseases that were consid-
ered more or less contagious. The early diagnosis of
cancer was difficult, and in many instances impossible.Cancer hael no definite symptomatology. If cancer
could be early diagnosed or recognized, anel if it were
  "•cessible to their present means of attack, and if it
Were thoroughly removed, it could be cured, but there
wore " it's " standing up in tremendous proportion, and
they were insuperable apparently.
SUTURE OF THE RECURRENT LARYNGEAL NERVE, WITH

REPORT OF A CASE.

Dr. J. Shelton Horsley, of Richmond, Va., statedthat after a thorough search of the literature he hael
heen unable to finel a report of any case in which the:
recurrent laryngeal nerve was sutured. There had been
considerable experimental work done, chiefly by those
mterested in veterinary surgery, in which the left re-
current laryngeal was divided and implanted higher up
ln the vagus. Most of these experiments had resulted
successfully, so far as restoring the function of the
laryngeal muscles supplied by the left recurrent nerve

was concerned. He reported a case in which the left
recurrent was injured by a bullet wound. The case
was referred to him about three months after the in-
jury. The patient was examined by a laryngologist and
all of the muscles supplied by the left recurrent laryn-
geal were found completely paralyzed. An incision
was maele: along the anterior border of the sterno-clcido-
mastoid muscle anel the injured nerve was easily found
in the groove between the esophagus anel trachea. The
diseased portion was excised, except a small filament,
consisting of the posterior part of the nerve sheath.
The ends of the nerve were brought together with a

single suture of No. 0 chromic catgut in a fine curved
needle. Some muse:le tissue was drawn over the sutured
nerve. The wound healed by first intention and the:
patient left the hospital nine days after the operation
with no improvement in voice or in breathing at this
time. The improvement was gradual, however, and
two reports from a laryngologist were maele after the
operation. The first, about two months after operation,
showed improvement in the muscles, anel the second
report, fifteen months after the operation, stated the:
laryngeal nerve had fully recovered. The case was

apparently unique.
(To be continued.)

BookReview
The Diagnostics of Internal Medicine: a Clinical.

Treatise upon the Recognized Principles of
Medical Diagnosis. Prepared for the Use of
Students and Practitioners of Medicine. By
Glentworth Reeve Butler, M.D., Sc.D.,
LL.D., Physician-in-Chief, Methodist Episcopal
Hospital; Attending Physician to the Brooklyn
Hospital, etc. Third revised edition. Illus-
trated. New York and London: D. Appleton
&Co. 1909.
This book, as its name iinplie:s, is not so much a

textbook of medicine as a manual of diagnosis.
In accomplishing this aim naturally many diseases
are alluded to or even discussed at some length,
but the main object is admirably maintained,
of keeping the matter of diagnosis promi-nently in the foreground. We have previously
noticed this book favorably, and we see no reason
to change our opinion. Certain changes have
been made in this thirel eelition, among which is
the omission of the section on cryoscopy and the:
curtailment of the section on x-ray diagnosis.
The chapters on the nervous system are very
much more complete than one ordinarily finds in
textbooks of this or similar character, due, no
doubt, in part to the fact that this section has
been edited by Dr. Smith Ely Jelliffe and Dr.
Frederick Tilney. A new section on life insurance
examination is added by Dr. Thomas 0. Craig,of the United States Army, retired. A section on
diseases of the tropics has been compiled by Dr.
Hartwig Kandt, and recent tuberculin tests bayé
been critically reviewed by Dr. Edward R»
Balelwin. It will be seen, therefore, that the
author has called to his aid certain specialists,
which naturally adds to the value of the book
without in any sense constituting it a compilation
of the work of various authors. The book has
evidently found a deserved place of usefulness,
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